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IN THE COURTROOM 
Twelve years ago, then WSGA President Rob Hendry 

proposed the establishment of a WSGA Legal Fund. At 

the time, I could not have imagined litigation would 

ever assume the prominent role in our work that it has 

today. Since 2000 WSGA has participated in more than 

15 lawsuits. We have defended the rights of state land 

lessees and are currently defending the rights of land-

owners in eminent domain proceedings. However, most 

often we find ourselves intervening in endangered spe-

cies and public land grazing litigation. Our efforts have 

involved partnerships including other Wyoming agri-

cultural organizations, the Public Lands Council, Wyo-

ming Sportsmen for Fish and Wildlife, the Wyoming 

County Commissioners Association and private indi-

viduals. The State of Wyoming has filed numerous par-

allel interventions that compliment our efforts. 

While a complete discussion of even our current litiga-

tion would fill pages, a summary of several important 

cases follows here. 

Sage Grouse 
WSGA, together with the Petroleum Association of 

Wyoming, has been involved in a series of two cases 

spanning more than five years. The first case chal-

lenged the failure to list the sage grouse as an endan-

gered species. It led to a new review by the Fish and 

Wildlife Service and the subsequent finding that listing 

is ñwarranted but precluded.ò  In the current case the 

plaintiff, Western Watersheds Project (WWP) seeks to 

severely limit both grazing and energy development on 

BLM lands including four resource areas in Wyoming. 

We are currently in the remedies phase of a ñtest caseò 

on the Pinedale Resource Management Plan. WWP has 

proposed ñinterim managementò steps that would ef-

fectively preclude grazing for many permittees. In a 

procedural victory this week, the Judge granted 

WSGA/PAW and the State of Wyoming a requested 

evidentiary hearing. On April 9-11 we will present 

oral testimony from both range professionals and 

ranchers on the impacts of the proposed remedies.  

Grazing Permits 
WWP has challenged the renewal of numerous grazing 

permits on Forest Service lands throughout the West 

under the specific provisions authorized by Congress  

each year since 1995 exempting them from pre-renewal 

NEPA analysis. These challenges include two large 

permits on the Bridger-Teton National Forest. One of 

these has been designated as a ñtest case.ò WSGA 

brought together a coalition including the Public Lands 

Council, Wyoming County Commissioners, Wyoming 

Wool Growers and the permittee to intervene. At our 

request, the State of Wyoming has also intervened. 

Wild Horses 
The Wild Horse and Burro Act provides that the 

BLM remove horses from private land upon the re-

quest of the landowner. In spite of a Court Order 

obtained in 1984 by the Rock Springs Grazing Asso-

ciation (RSGA), BLM has failed to remove or ade-

quately manage horses on the checkerboard lands in 

southwestern Wyoming. RSGA has sued to force 

removal of the horses under the law and Court Or-

der. WSGA and Wyoming County Commissioners 

sought to file a ñfriend of the courtò brief in support 

of RSGA to raise  broader issues of horse manage-

ment. This week Judge Nancy Freudenthal overruled 

an earlier judge magistrateôs decision and granted 

our petition to file the brief. 

Eminent Domain 
In Federal District Court WSGA member Glenn Barlow 

was successful in securing annual payments for a pipeline 

easement. The pipeline company has appealed the deci-

sion to the 10th Circuit, challenging the admissibility of 

evidence of other pipeline agreements. WSGA will file a 

ñfriend of the courtò brief arguing the District court deci-

sion was consistent with the intent of the legislature in 

adopting revised eminent domain legislation in 2007. 
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YOUR ASSOCIATION AT WORK 
A listing of formal meetings in which WSGA Officers or 

Staff have participated 

DECEMBER 
Joint Appropriations Committee  Cheyenne 

 

JANUARY 
Wyoming Ag Communicators  Cheyenne 

WSGA NEWS 
Join Us for Wyoming Day at National Western 
WSGA invites you to join us for Wyoming Day at the 

National Western Stock Show on Jan. 21.  

The bus departs the WSGA Office in Cheyenne at 8 a.m. 

If needed, we will also stop at the Fort Collins Harmony 

Exit to pick up folks driving from Laramie. Those trav-

eling to Denver separately can pick up tickets at Will 

Call on the 21st. Those traveling with WSGA will re-

ceive a packet  on the bus.  

The day involves touring the Stock Show, a VIP lunch is at 

11 a.m. at the National Western Club and rodeo at 3:30 

p.m. The group will have dinner in Fort Collins and the bus 

will return to Cheyenne at approximately 10 p.m. 

Registration forms are available at www.wysga.org. Pay-

ment and registration must be received by Jan. 19. For 

more information, contact WSGA at 307.638.3942 or 

kosha@wysga.org. 

Sommers Ranch Wins Leopold Award  
WSGA and partners Sand County Foundation, Encana Oil & 

Gas and Peabody Energy are proud to announce the Sommers 

Ranch near Pinedale is the 2012 Wyoming Leopold Conserva-

tion Award winner. Read more about the Sommers Ranch in 

the Jan. 7 issue of the Wyoming Livestock Roundup. 

The award is given annually by WSGA and Sand County 

Foundation. The winner receives $10,000 from Sand 

County Foundation. WSGA and the Wyoming Department 

of Agriculture also host the Environmental Stewardship 

Tour each year on the winning ranch. 

This yearôs runners up are the LU Ranch in Worland and 

the Padlock Ranch in Dayton. They each receive $1,000. 

Get your nominations prepared for next year! The applica-

tion deadline for the 2013 Environmental Stewardship 

Award is June 30. 

Making A Plan Materials Available 
If you missed the Making A Plan: Wyoming Ag Succession 

and Estate Transfer Workshop in December, you can still 

benefit from the materials and speakers. Recordings of the 

events and the workshop materials are available for $30. 

Contact WSGA at 307.638.3942 or kosha@wysga.org. 
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